HLA associations, microsatellite instability and epigenetic changes in thyroid lymphoma in Chinese.
In Chinese, autoimmune thyroid disease (AITD) is very common but lymphoma of the thyroid is a rare disease. Southern Chinese AITD is common in females and is strongly linked to the HLA haplotype A2B46DR9. We studied the HLA association, aberration p15, p16 and p73 promoter methylation and microsatellite instability in Chinese primary thyroid lymphoma patients to elucidate their relationship with AITD and the relationship between thyroid diffuse large cell lymphoma (DLCL) and marginal zone lymphomas (MZL). Despite a female preponderance (8:1) and the finding of cases with histological and immunological evidence of AITD, a significant HLA association was not found. MSI was absent, but aberrant promoter methylation was found in both thyroid MZL and DLCL and p73 methylation was unexpectedly common.